































































































Ang of Austin High School showed his use of video clips of students’ performance as teaching
materials. Esther Bao at Westwood High School selected a well-known Chinese folk song to
introduce the geographic and cultural uniqueness of the western China. Lichy Chang at
Westlake High School used her self-designed paper dolls to conduct a role-play situation in a
clothing store as an assessment task. Su Li at SSES described the project of College Affair in
which students discussed their choices of colleges and compared with the processing of college
application in China.

Dallas

Another two-day workshop, sponsored by the Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office and the Confucius Institute at University of
Texas at Dallas, was held in Dallas on February 14-15. More
than one hundred participants attended. Dr. Chuanren Ke from
the University of lowa, the keynote speaker, offered three
sessions on the instructions and approaches to teach Chinese
characters, listening comprehension, and vocabulary. He first
pointed out the key elements of the theoretical frameworks and
demonstrated the implementation strategies in actual classroom
teaching.

On the second day, five teachers presented interactive —
classroom activities that engage students and enhance Dr. Churanren Ke Keynote Speaker of the
X ) ) ’ ) Dallas Chinese Teacher Workshop
language learning. Xianyan Liu at Vines High School focused
on teaching the Chinese idioms through understanding the historical and cultural background.
Anna Hsu from Sacred Heart Chinese School guided students to comprehend and design store
sale posters as well as experience the culture of negotiating prices. Min-Ning Wu at Highland
Park High School extended the unit of weather to compare the climate in various cities in China
and in the world. She also connected the weather unit with outdoor activities. Yumi Wen
designed a unit in conjunction with Thanksgiving. Students learned to describe the origin and
celebration of this American holiday and compare it with the Moon Festival celebrated by the
Chinese. Jenny Li at
Hockaday School led her
students to use the language
outside the classroom by
assigning them to conduct and
film the interviews with the
Chinese customers or owners
in the Dallas Chinatown during
the Chinese New Year. The
variety of classroom activities
and projects inspired the
attendees at the Workshop.

For the detailed lesson plans
designed by the presenters at
Dallas Chinese Teacher Workshop participants Austin and Dallas Workshop,
please see http://www.clta-
texas.org/events.asp.
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Texas High School Students Excel at Russian

by Mary Bordes (Brackenridge High School, San Antonio ISD)

The University of Texas at Austin hosted another fantastic Olympiada of Spoken Russian in
January 2009, and at least one student so far has won a trip to Russia as a result. There were a
total of ten qualifying students, who then submitted applications to the
American Council of Teachers of Russian. Five Texas schools competed
* this year, and we are looking forward to welcoming more next year as more
Texas districts realize the critical National Security-importance of Russian

in today’s world. We are very lucky to enjoy the support of the University
of Texas at Austin.

In addition, the 27" National Russian Essay Contest was held in November 2008 all across
Texas with 1,286 students participating nationally. Their topic was “The Year 2025- Who am
1?7 Students are honored with medals and certificates and the Advanced, Advanced Heritage
and Native Speaker essays are sent to Moscow’s Pushkin Institute for a second round of judging
and students from three Texas high schools were among the Gold and Silver medalists.

For more information, contact mbordes@saisd.net }

___________________ I
¢ If possible, please renew your membership

online at www.tfla.info
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LANGUAGE LEGACY for TEXAS:
JNCL/NCLIS and TFLA

by Phyllis Thompson (Houston Baptist University), TFLA Director of Outreach and Advocacy
A Win-Win Membership for TFLA

E ’ As a supporting and participating member of both JNCL and NCLIS,
4 TFLA benefits from the many educational and advocacy activities of the
2 ': V j\-d.

*Qa organizations and gives its financial support to developing and
(& = = —advocating for programs that benefit Texas students and teachers. Thanks
" “to our TFLA membership in INCL/NCLIS, TFLA has a voice in national
foreign language policy and a fulltime office and lobbyist in Washington, D.C. at a fraction of
what it would cost to maintain these resources independently and with the greater influence of

almost 70 organizations collaborating. Most interest groups have found this a necessity for the
twenty-first century.

'
'\A
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Action from TFLA members needed: phone calls and emails

We expect that there will be specific bills in the 1 11" Us Congress regarding foreign language
funding and policy very shortly. These will be posted on the TFLA website as they will need
TFLA member support.

The History

In 1976, the Joint National Committee for Languages began as an informal coalition of eight
national language teaching associations. From Texas, Bobby LaBouve of the American Classical
League was involved in the early growth of the organization. It now has grown to 67 members,
including national, regional, and state organizations. JNCL is an entirely member-funded
nonprofit education policy association, and it represents more than 300,000 professionals under
its three-tiered governance. The most widely known JNCL activity is its annual Delegate
Assembly in Washington, DC where members promote public awareness of language issues.

Since its creation in 1988, the National Council for Languages and International Studies has
engaged in public advocacy on behalf of languages and international education. NCLIS is a
nonprofit trade association that serves as an "action arm" for the language and international
education community by translating professional priorities into national policy.

The 67 national and regional member organizations encompass virtually all areas of the language
field: the major and less-commonly taught languages, including English and English as a second
language, bilingual education, the classics, linguistics, exchanges, research, technology, and
translation.
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TFLA Officers Working for TFLA

Each year, the TFLA Director of Public
Outreach and Advocacy and the TFLA
President represent TFLA at the annual
JNCL/NCLIS Legislative Day (Thursday) and
Delegate Assembly (Friday and Saturday) in
Washington, D.C.

Promoting Awareness of Language Issues

LEGISLATIVE DAY May 7, 2009 At 8:30
AM delegates assembled in the elaborate
Library of Congress and were given a brief
overview of the library by Dr. James H.
Billington, Librarian of Congress.
JNCL/NCLIS Executive Director Dave

Edwards and JNCL/NCLIS President Dr. Dan
E. Davidson (President, American Councils for

Dorothy Cox (Fort Bend ISD), TFLA president and
) Phyllis Thompson (Houston Baptist University),
International TFLA director of public outreach and advocacy

Education) welcomed official delegates for organization members and other attendees. They
gave a legislative overview of the 111" Congress, discussing issues, mechanics, and protocol for
addressing these issues. Chris Gaston, Legislative Director in the Office of Representative Rush
Holt, D-NJ, briefed attendees and role-played the congressional visit with delegates Phyllis
Thompson, TFLA, and Sharon Rapp, Arkansas FLA.

The TFLA attendees, Phyllis Thompson and Dorothy Cox, President of TFLA, slipped out of the
meeting at 9:15 AM to attend the weekly coffee hosted by Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison in her
offices. President Cox exchanged words with Senator Hutchison during the photo op and
received the Senator’s affirmation of the study of languages other than English. Senator
Hutchison has long stated that while she considers funding for education to be a state issue, she
strongly supports every Texas student learning English and another language. Thompson and
Cox then returned to the morning briefings.

In the afternoon delegates met with members of Congress and their staff to discuss language and
international education policy. For TFLA this activity translated into walking great distances
around Capitol Hill visiting four office buildings to keep appointments with the legislative aides
in the offices of Senators Hutchison and Cornyn as well as the aides of the representatives of
Thompson (John Culberson) and Cox (Peter Olson.) Undaunted by distance, threatening rain,
and heat, TFLA representatives persevered.
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111TH CONGRESS
Concerning Foreign Language and International Education
2009-2010

Compiled by Ashley L. Lenker, Program Manager, JNCL-NCLIS

H.CON.RES.3
English Plus
Resolution

Rep. Jose E. Serrano
(D-NY)

1/6/2009

H.R.597
Access to Complete
Education Act

Rep. Lynn C.
Woosley
(D-CA)

1/15/2009
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Source: The Library of Congress: THOMAS

FIRST
(CRS Summary): Referred to House
Declares that the U.S. Government should pursue Committee on
English-plus policies that: (1) encourage all residents of |Education and
this country to become fully proficient in English by Labor

expanding educational opportunities and access to
information technologies; (2) conserve and develop the
nation's linguistic resources by encouraging all residents
of this country to learn or maintain skills in languages
other than English; (3) assist Native Americans, Native
Alaskans, Native Hawaiians, and other peoples
indigenous to the United States in their efforts to prevent
the extinction of their languages and cultures; (4)
continue to provide services in languages other than
English as needed to facilitate access to essential
functions of government, promote public health and
safety, ensure due process, promote equal educational
opportunity, and protect fundamental rights; and (5)
recognize the importance of multilingualism to vital
American interests and individual rights, and oppose
English-only measures and other restrictionist language

measures.

(CRS Summary): Referred to the
This bill would amend the Elementary and Secondary House Committee
Education Act of 1965 to authorize the Secretary of on Education and

Education to award grants to local educational agencies  Labor.
(LEASs) to promote and strengthen as an integral part of

the curriculum one or more of the subjects of music and | Cosponsor(s): 2
arts, foreign languages, civics and government,

economics, history, geography, and physical education

and health.

Gives priority to LEAs that have the greatest numbers or
percentages of children from families below the poverty

line.

Requires grantees to coordinate, to the extent practicable,

their programs to promote or strengthen education in such
subjects with opportunities provided by public or private

cultural entities, including museums, education

associations, libraries, and theaters.



H.R.997
English Language
Unity Act of 2009

Rep. Steve King
(R-1A)

2/11/2009

S.473
Senator Paul
Simon Study

Abroad Foundation

Act

Sen. Richard Durbin

(D-IL)

2/25/2009

H.R.1224
Families Learning

and Understanding

English Together
Act of 2009

Rep. Raul Grijalva
(D-AZ)

2/26/2009
H.R.1229

National Language

Act of 2009

Rep. Peter King
(R-NY)

2/26/2009
H.R.1621

Pledge Language is
English Declaration

and Government

To declare English as the official language of the United
States.

To establish the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad
Foundation under the authorities of the Mutual
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961. This act
would authorize $80 million in grants for the Foundation
to administer to U.S. students and nongovernmental
institutions that provide and promote study abroad
opportunities in consortium with institutions of higher
education. These grants would be awarded increasingly to
students studying in nontraditional locations.

The legislation implements the recommendations from
the Abraham Lincoln Commission's report Global
Competence and National Needs: One Million Americans
Studying Abroad.

*This bill has been reintroduced from the 110th Congress
(S.991 & H.R.1469)

To authorize the Secretary of Education to make grants to
family literacy service providers for the improvement of
English skills in limited English proficient individuals. It
would require grantees to meet specified outcomes.

To declare English as the official language of the U.S.
government.

(CRS Summary):

Prohibits state or local educational agencies from
requiring or permitting the Pledge of Allegiance or
national anthem to be recited or sung in any language

Referred to the
House Committee

on Education and
Labor.

Cosponsor(s):112

Referred to the
Senate Committee
on Health,
Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Cosponsor(s): 29

Referred to the
House Committee
on Education and
Labor

Cosponsor(s): 4

Referred to the
House Committee
on Education and
Labor and the
Committee on the
Judiciary

Cosponsor(s): 23

Referred to the
House Committee
on Education and
Labor
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Endorsement Act other than English in any elementary or secondary school

of 2009 under their jurisdiction. Cosponsor(s): 10
Rep. Paul Broun Withholds federal funds from state or local educational
(R-GA) agencies that violate such prohibition, unless the funds are
specifically appropriated to such agencies after they have
3/19/2009 been found to be violating the prohibition.

Establishes a private right of action for persons injured by
violations of such prohibition.

S.Amdt.996 to To declare English as the official language of the U.S. Amendment SA

S.386 government. 996 ruled non-
germane by the
chair.

Sen.James Inhofe

(R-OK) Cosponsor(s): 4

4/22/2009

E-mail: info@languagepolicy.org

Federal Funding for Fiscal Year 2009

Reported by INCL/NCLIS to Phyllis Thompson (Houston Baptist University),
TFLA Director of Advocacy and Public Outreach

On March 10, 2009 the President signed P.L. 111-8, the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009, to
fund federal government programs through the rest of the 2009 fiscal year. Programs had been
funded at the FY 2008 levels under a continuing resolution since October 2008, but for the
remainder of the fiscal year, there is now new appropriations legislation.

Small to moderate increases for foreign languages and international education

Even in this time of economic distress, foreign languages and international education programs
will see numerous small to moderate funding increases.
* Of particular importance, the Foreign Language Assistance Program (FLAP) will gain
$600,000 totaling $27.3 million;
* America COMETES baccalaureate and master’s STEM grants will increase slightly to
$1.1 million each;
* Title VI and Fulbright-Hays gain $9.8 million (to $118.8 million);
* and the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) will be funded at
$133.7 million.
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Advancing America through Foreign Language Partnerships (part of America COMPETES) was
not funded again because some of the money for FLAP will be allocated toward foreign
language partnership programs.

Funding for Research and Development

Additionally, there were funding increases for research and development for
*  Byrd honors scholarships and Javits Fellowships, and
* grants to local educational agencies.
* The National Endowment for the Humanities received a $10 million increase to $155
million, and
* Educational and Cultural Exchange (Dept. of State),
* Peace Corp (Dept. of State),
* Inter-American Foundation (Dept. of State), and
* the National Endowment for Democracy (Dept. of State)

TFLA:
Your voice in
government

The Agenda for Education in the United State: The Obama-Biden Plan

According to the US Dept. of Education, President Obama and Vice President Biden believe that
America faces few more urgent challenges than preparing children for careers, college and
lifelong learning so that the US can perform at its best in a global economy. The Obama-Biden
plan addresses four major areas: early childhood education, K-12 education, higher education,
and education of students with disabilities.

For early childhood education, the Obama-Biden “Zero to Five” plan will provide critical
support to young children and their parents with Early Learning Challenge grants to promote
Zero to Five efforts in states. This would include quadrupling Early Head Start programs,
increasing Head Start funding, and improving the quality of both. Another goal is to increase
access to affordable and high-quality childcare to ease the burden on working families.
For K-12 Education, the Obama-Biden plan will reform No Child Left Behind, once again being
called the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, so that teachers will not be forced to spend
the academic year preparing students for standardized tests. The plan will support high-quality
charter schools and close low performing charter schools. Math and science education will be a
national priority. Efforts will be made to address the dropout crisis by providing funding to
school districts to invest in intervention strategies in middle school. Funding will be increased
for after-school programs, college outreach programs, and a college initiative program.
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To support teachers, the Obama-Biden plan will create new teacher service scholarships and
high-quality alternative programs for mid-career recruits. The plan calls for all schools of
education to be accredited. The plan calls for an expansion of the mentoring program for teachers
and for the provision of incentives to give teachers paid planning time. Finally, the plan calls for
new and innovative ways to increase teacher pay.

In the area of higher education, the Obama-Biden plan calls for a new American Opportunity
Tax Credit for helping finance college education. It also calls for streamlining the financial aid
process so that families may use their tax form instead of preparing a separate form for federal
aid.

The Obama-Biden plan calls for the effective enforcement of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, holding schools accountable for providing students with disabilities the services
and support they need to reach their potential. It also calls for early intervention services for
infants and toddlers and better college opportunities for high school graduates with disabilities.
Source: US Department of Education, March 2009, Arne Duncan, Secretary. Website
http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml

President Obama’s Budget for FY (fiscal year) 2010 affects education

On Thursday May 7th, Secretary Duncan held a briefing at the Department of Education to
announce the President’s FY 2010 budget request for the Department of Education. Secretary
Duncan spoke briefly about the focuses for 2010 and how these are reflected in increases
requested for middle and high schools, charter schools, K-12 reforms, the Teacher Incentive
Fund (specifically in “hard-to-staff subjects”), and Pell grants in higher education. He
emphasized that the Department plans to stop spending on programs that don’t work, and
spend strategically on programs that have demonstrated success.

Overall, foreign language and international education programs would remain stable in the
President’s request, considering difficult economic times. Many programs, such as the Foreign
Language Assistance Program (FLAP) ($26.3 million), 21st Century Learning Centers ($1.1
billion), Teacher Quality Partnership ($50 million), Title VI/ Fulbright-Hays ($118.8 million),
and STEM ($1.1 million each for baccalaureate and master’s programs), were level-funded.
There was a proposed decrease in the Fund for the Improvement of Post-Secondary Education to
$47.4 million to cut earmarks out of the program and several programs were proposed to be
eliminated (Even Start, Javits Gifted and Talented Education, Civic Education, and TEACH
grants). More positively, the President requested increases for Early Reading First to $162.5
million, Charter School Grants to $268 million and Federal Pell ($19.4 billion to $28.7 billion)
and SMART ($960 million to $1 billion) Grants.

Finally, there were increases for the National Endowment for the Humanities to $171.3 million
in the Department of the Interior and for the Educational and Cultural Exchange to $633.2
million in the Department of State.

Please refer to the JNCL-NCLIS website for the President's Budget
Request FY2010: www.languagepolicy.org
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Interpersonal and Presentational Writing,
the Epic Quest to AP Success

Maritza Sloan
Plano West Senior High, Plano TX

This report is a summary of my presentation at the 90™ Annual Conference of the AATSP
in San José, Costa Rica in July 2008. The main focus of the presentation was the interpersonal
and presentational writing portion of the new AP Language exam.

After reviewing the new changes, we talked about strategies that will help us to better
prepare the students for these changes. We also worked on key strategies to help students
synthesize and incorporate “Fuentes” in their writing and formal speaking. There is a lot of
material already in class that can be modified in order to practice the skills need for the new AP
exam. Several ideas are presented for integrating skills (listening and reading) as the foundation
for the formal writing.

We started with the importance of vocabulary acquisition and then moved on to synthesis
of "fuentes" (reading-listening-reading) in order to write an essay. The concept of the DBQ
(Document Based Question) was discussed.

Vocabulary

Vocabulary is critical to almost every component of the AP exam. In my classes, I try to
include a lot of vocabulary building activities and games as key components. Students use
vocabulary not only to increase their knowledge, but in various fun activities to spice up the
class. The students are provided with lists of vocabulary from the AP practice books Tridngulo,
Conversaciones Creadoras, and Hoy. 1 give the vocabulary words and definitions in Spanish
and the students write the meaning in English. I love using Tridngulo because the chapters are
already organized by themes. While students are doing the AP practice activities for each lesson,
they recycle and review the vocabulary from the unit in various meaningful ways. We spend
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about 15 to 20 days on each unit. The students use the vocabulary to write their formal and
informal writings. Their speaking reflects the theme from the chapter of the book. We also
recycle the vocabulary learned in class throughout the year. Vocabulary quizzes are somewhat
challenging and a very quick form for assessment. We use multiple-choice format, fill in the
blank, and writing word definitions.
Activity 1: Creative writing

Play a song without lyrics and direct the students to start writing as soon as the song
starts playing. They cannot stop until the song is over. Before the song is played, students are
given the handout below with instructions. They are asked to imagine a place and what is
happening in this place, what time of the year is it, who are the people involved, etc. They need
to write the entire time the song is playing. Please notice that the musical piece only lasts about
3 to 4 minutes.

After the song is over, the students will share their story (pick three or four students).
Then, pick two more students to retell in their own words one of the stories they just heard. This
is a simple way to synthesize.

I use this activity to encourage the students to write without a specific topic, and later to
pay attention while the other students are speaking. This activity should not take more than 20
minutes in class. My students enjoy doing this. I play very vivid songs from bullfights, movies
like “The Pirates of the Caribbean” or something that might be popular with the students at that
moment.
Actividad para escribir

Escucha la siguiente pieza musical y mientras escuchas la cancion vas a escribir,
* o que piensas qué esta pasando en el lugar

* qué época es? (estacion del ario, hora del dia etc.)
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* /quiénes estan ahi?
* escribe, escribe, escribe hasta que pare la musica

Activity 2: Reciclando con “Misterio”

We use a book called Misterios for intermediate students. I like it because it is a good source for
listening activities and it is not boring. Students tend to like it and comprehend it without
difficulty. The book contains 12 misterios. The students listen to the misterio once. We discuss
the event of the misterio in class and students retell what happens in the episode. The students
take home the “A escribir” portion that comes with the book as writing homework. The next day
I will have an “Informal speaking” for practice in class. They have 10 minutes to write. This

gives additional writing practice.

Interpersonal Writing —Misterio #3 ;Quién mato al tio Francisco?

Instrucciones: Para la pregunta siguiente, escribiras un mensaje. Tienes 10 minutes para leer la
pregunta y escribir tu respuesta.

Escribe unas notas en tu diario sobre el crimen que resolviste esta tarde. En la nota vas a
explicar brevemente lo que ocurrio y después;

*  /Quién piensas tu que mato al tio Francisco? Y ;jPor qué?

* Defiende tu opinion (;por qué estds seguro quién es el criminal?).

* Despidete
Activity 3: Una foto cuenta un cuento

Display a picture to the students (hopefully a colorful one with a lot of details). Set a timer to
five minutes and give the students the question prompts below. The students will employ
vocabulary learned in class to write a story based on what they observe in the picture.
Afterwards, they will share their stories with the class. The teacher can display the stories in the
classroom if desired.

JDonde esti/n...... ? JComo ocurre/ocurrio.....7 (;Por qué....."7

JCudndo .....7 JQuién/Quiénes ....."7 JCudl (de)..... ;Cudles (de)..."?
cComo se explica..... ?
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Galeria de Arte y Vida has a great set of good quality bright transparencies that can be used for
this activity.

Activity 4: Expertos en investigaciones

Students are assigned to search the Internet for an article related to a topic that is being studied in
class. The article has to be a short one. They have to read the article and report back to class.
There are enough reports that when students do presentational writings or presentational
speaking they have a stronger knowledge of the topic and it makes it easy for them to produce

good writing and speaking samples.

Works Cited
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Negotiated Interaction in a Chinese Language Classroom
by Ko-Yin Sung (University of Texas at San Antonio)

The term, negotiated interaction, is a routine or exchange that involves indications of non-
understandings and subsequent negotiations of meaning (Boulima, 1999). Through negotiation
routines, learners are able to test their hypotheses about the second language in their follow-up
turn. In negotiated interaction, the teacher and learners together produce a meaningful discourse

in which learners attempt to build his/her utterances on those of the teacher or another leaner.
The Chinese Language Classroom

The researcher investigated the types of negotiated interactions that occurred in a college
level novice Chinese language class in Texas. The study is based on three lessons, consisting of
about 75 minutes each. There are four types of negotiation genres identified in the classroom
interactions:

1. Medium-Oriented Negotiation: Repair errors related to the medium of interaction.

2. Comprehension Check-Oriented Negotiation: An exchange or a series of exchanges initiated
by the teacher in order to check learners’ understanding of the conversation engaged.

3. Turn-Taking-Oriented Negotiation: This negotiation takes place when the teacher ignores a
shouted out reply and nominates a particular learner to speak.

4. Complete Sentence-Oriented Negotiation: When learners do not answer in complete

sentences, the teacher informs the learners of what the rule prescribes.

Findings

The research findings show that there are more medium-oriented and comprehension-
check-oriented negotiations than turn-taking and complete-sentence-oriented negotiations. There
are two possible reasons for such occurrences. First, since the learners are Chinese language
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beginners in their first semester of studying the language, the teacher does not expect the learners
to produce the target language in complete sentences, but emphasizes correcting learners’
pronunciation and checking learners’ comprehension of the materials taught. Second, more than
often, the teacher is seen as the expert and authority, whereas the learners are the novices of the
class, hence, there is rarely a conflict in turn taking between the teacher and the students.
Moreover, the teacher has a few routine behaviors, such as pauses after pronouncing a new word
or saying the phrase, “follow me please” that cues the learners when they are expected to speak.
Such teacher behaviors reduce students’ confusion about when they are supposed to speak, and

hence, reduce the need for turn-taking negotiation.

Implication for Teaching

It has been argued that negotiated interactions have the effect of prompting target
language acquisition since they “constitute the type of interaction most favorable for target
language development” (Boulima, p.271). Hence, negotiated interaction is preferred to non-
negotiated interaction, as negotiated interaction functions make teacher input and learner output
more comprehensible, and the interaction more communicative and spontaneous. The finding
suggests that second language teachers need to engage their students in more negotiated
interaction as well as create a positive affective environment, which promotes negotiated
interactions in the classroom.

Reference:

Boulima, J.(1999). Negotiated Interaction in Target Language Classroom Discourse.

Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company.
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Helpful Websites for French and German

by Liz Schnautz, Study Programs International

I hope you find these links useful! Don’t forget that we have old editions of the
E-newsletter archived on our website: http://www.spiAbroad.com/newsletter.asp

GOETHE TESTS ENGLISH-FRENCH
http://www.goethe-verlag.com/tests/EF/EF.HTM

200 tests are available in both easy and advanced versions. It is a useful website to test your
students by asking in English and getting an answer in French.

FRENCH LANGUAGE LEARNING AND TEACHING RESOURCES
http://www.virginia.edu/french/resource/teachers/

Department of French at University of Virginia has diverse teaching resources for French!
Classroom and homework activities, films for French courses and more are available.

FRENCH LANGUAGE RESOURCE CENTER
http://college.hmco.com/languages/french/resources/students/links/#culture

French Language Resource Center offers a number of links to culture and history, news and
magazines, literature, music, radio & television, etc.

Let me know if you have something to contribute to the French E-Language Links by submitting
your link to me directly: Liz.Schnautz(@spiabroad.com.

Do you have news to share? A colleague, student, event or project
to brag about? A paper, book review or interview to contribute?

Send us your story, with pictures, to publish in the next TFLA Journal.
Please include names and captions with your photographs. (Deadlines are listed in the
Calendar of Due Dates.)

To submit an article for the TFLA Journal, the material should be:
1. Sent directly to the editors on line (via electronic mail) at editor@tfla.org
No more than 1,000 words, including end notes
Written in English as the common language of members
Typed with double-spacing and standard margins in Times New Roman, size 12 font
Unpublished and not have appeared elsewhere
In conformance with the MLA Handbook, especially for bibliography or other notes

AN

Please also note: TFLA members are given priority over non-members. Submission does not
guarantee publication. Send a phone number where we can contact you if we have questions!
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TFLA - Teacher of the Year Nomination Form

Name of the Nominee:

Home Address:

Home Phone: Work Phone:

Nominee’s Email:

Current Teaching Assignment / Position:

School / Institution:

District:

Address:

Nominated for TFLA Teacher of the Year
(Language)

Name of Nominator:

Work Address:

Home Phone: Work Phone:
Email:

School / Institution:

Submit three (3) application packets and this form by March 1 to:
Dorothy Cox, President

Travis High School, Fort Bend ISD

11111 Harlem Road, Richmond 77406

281-634-7114 (W)  dorothy.cox@fortbend.k12.tx.us

Each application packet must contain the following information:
1) A copy of this Teacher of the Year Nomination Form
2) Nominator’s letter of recommendation: Describe evidence of outstanding teaching, campus and
language activities, professional contributions (TFLA), curriculum development and / or publishing,
awards, and teaching experience.
3) A recent photograph, preferably 2” X 3”
4) Only One letter of recommendation from each of the following individuals must be included:
a) the nominator’s letter, (one [1] letter)
b) one (1) letter from a student currently enrolled in the nominee’s foreign language class
¢) one (1) letter from an administrator (LOTE coordinator, department chair or principal)
d) one (1) letter from the parent of a student currently enrolled in the nominee’s class
5) Nominee’s letter: Describe your goal(s) for foreign language study, contributions to the foreign
language profession; participation in professional organizations; school involvement; club sponsorship;
contributions at the district, regional or state level regarding curriculum development, committee work,
presentations, professional development, participation to improve foreign language instruction; and
teaching philosophy.

For the Nominator:
Please verify that the nominee meets the following requirements.

1) Assigned a minimum of two-thirds time in the designated language.
(Yes)
2). Minimum of three years of teaching experience
(Yes)
3) Member of the Texas Foreign Language Association
(Yes) (Number of Years)
Signature of Nominator: Date:

New Information: Teachers of the Year for the different languages will be interviewed at the TFLA Spring
Conference, and one (1) winner will be selected by a committee that will be comprised of three (3) former Teachers
of the Year. The winner of the interview, the TFLA Language Teacher of the Year, will represent TFLA at the
SWCOLT Spring Conference as the Texas candidate for the SWCOLT Regional Teacher of the Year. The
SWCOLT Regional Teacher of the Year will become a candidate for the ACTFL Language Teacher of the Year.
Please visit http://www.swcolt.org/toy.htm for more information.
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Texas Foreign Language Association
The Cemanahuac Educational Community Scholarship

The scholarship will be presented at the TFLA Spring Conference. The recipient must be a
member of TFLA and give careful consideration to the required participation in the study
program in Cuernavaca, México. The scholarship recipient is expected to write a brief article for
the TFLA Fall Journal and / or present a session about the Cemanahuac Educational Community
Scholarship experience at the 2009 Fall Conference.
Name:

School / Institution:

Position:

Address:

City: Zip Code:
Work Phone: Home Phone:
Email: Fax:

Background Information:

1. How many years have you been a member of TFLA?
2. How many years have you taught Spanish?
3. Do you intend to teach Spanish for at least three more years?
4. Are you willing to present a session at the Spring or Fall Conference?

Submit three (3) application packets and this form by March 1 to:
Dorothy Cox, President

Travis High School, Fort Bend ISD

11111 Harlem Road, Richmond 77406

281-634-7114 (W)  Dorothy.cox@fortbend.k12.tx.us

Each application packet must contain this form and the following information:
1. One (1) letter of recommendation from a supervisor, department chair or coordinator
2. One (1) letter of recommendation from a current student
3. A personal essay of about 200 words which must include the following information:
*  Your goal / purpose for participating in the Cemanahuac Educational Community
Scholarship Program
*  Expected benefits of this scholarship for you and your students
* Contributions you have made to the foreign language profession e.g., membership in
TFLA and other organizations, school involvement, club sponsorship, and others
* Contributions at the district, regional or state level regarding curriculum development,
committee work, and other initiatives
* Professional development participation in order to improve foreign language instruction
4. A recent photo, preferably 2” X 3, for the TFLA Journal

Applicant’s Signature: Date:
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Texas Foreign Language Association

First-Year Teacher Conference Scholarship Form
This scholarship is awarded for the TFLA Fall Conference.

Name of Applicant:

Home Address:

Home Phone: Work Phone:

School / Institution:

District:

Address:

Language(s) Taught:

Email:

Submit three (3) application packets and this form by September 30 to:
Dorothy Cox, President
Travis High School, Fort Bend ISD
11111 Harlem Road, Richmond 77406
281-634-7114 (W)  dorothy.cox@fortbend.k12.tx.us

Each application packet must contain one letter from each of the following:

1) A copy of this First-Year Teacher Conference Scholarship Form

2) A recent photograph, preferably 2 X 3”, for the TFLA Journal

3) A one-page narrative stating your teaching philosophy and the ways that the
conference will benefit you, your students and colleagues

4) One letter of recommendation from a current foreign language student

5) One letter of recommendation from a colleague

6) One letter of recommendation from a department chair and / or coordinator, or
school administrator.

Signature of Applicant Nominee:

Date:

57



Texas Foreign Language Association New Teacher of the Year Award
Nomination Form — to be completed by the nominator

Name of the Nominee:

Home Address:

Home Telephone: Work:

Home E-mail Address:

Current Teaching Assignment:

Language(s) Taught:

School District:

School:

Check one: ES MS
School Address:

SHS

School E-mail Address:

Name of the Nominator:

School:

Address:

Home Phone: Work Phone:

E-mail Address:

Submit three (3) application packets and this form by March 1 to:

Dorothy Cox, Immediate Past President

Travis High School, Fort Bend ISD

11111Harlem Road, Richmond 77406

281-634-7114 (W) dorothy.cox@fortbend.k12.tx.us

Each application packet must contain the following information:

1. A copy of this New Teacher of the Year Award
2. Arecent 2” X 3” photograph

3. The nominator’s letter of recommendation which must include the following information:

* Evidence of outstanding teaching
* Involvement in language and campus activities

* Distinguishing characteristics (As compared with other past or current first or second-
year teachers, what distinguishes your nominee as the most outstanding?)

4. One letter from each of the following individuals

* A letter from a student currently enrolled in the nominee’s foreign language class
* A letter from an administrator (LOTE coordinator, department chair or principal)
* A letter from the parent of a student currently enrolled in the nominee’s foreign

language class

Nominee’s Signature: Date:
Nominator’s Signature: Date:
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Calendar of Due Dates

Cemanahuac Educational Community Scholarship
TFLA Journal—Fall Edition

TFLA First Year Teacher Conference Scholarship
Teachers of the Year

TFLA Journal—Spring Edition

March 1 % \\
August 1
September 30

November 1

December 1

Contact the Immediate Past President (billie _hulke@baylor.edu) if you would

like to:
e Volunteer to serve on a committee
* Nominate a colleague to serve as a TFLA Officer

* Nominate an individual who has been exceptionally supportive of the profession for the

Friend of the Profession Award

Contact the President-Elect (sandy.harvey@fortbend.k12.tx.us) if you

would like to:
* Volunteer to help with the conference, such as the Local Arrangements,

Entertainment, Door Prizes, Hospitality, Registration, etc.

Membership Dues

1) Regular Membership (1 year) - $20.00

2) Regular Membership (2 years) - $35.00

credit card or check when mailed to TFLA:

TFLA
1320 Modiste Drive
Houston, TX 77055

www.tfla.info

Phone: 713-468-4959
Fax: 713-468-5930
E-mail: TFLAes@aol.com

Membership applications are available online and are payable by
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